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Registered house builders 

D F J HEWER BUILDERS LTD 
DESIGN AND BUILD COMPANY 

Established 50 years working for the community 
for all your building requirements 

We build today with an eye to the future 
MAINTENANCE – REPAIRS          EXTENSIONS – ALTERATIONS 

LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS        SPECIALISTS IN LISTED BUILDING WORKS 
PLANNING AND BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS 

             Telephone: 01926 813070 or 813627  
           Email: admin@hewerbuilders.co.uk 

                            Web: www.hewerbuilders.co.uk 

 
Please support our  

Advertisers 

mailto:admin@hewerbuilders.co.uk


38 

Join us for sporting events with BT and Sky Sports 
For last minute events or changes to the current planned events please see the following:  
Web page: http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html  
Find us on Facebook & Twitter 

THE NELSON CLUB at STOCKTON 
Napton Road, Stockton    Tel: 01926 812613 

OPENING HOURS:-   Sat:- 2.00pm  - 1am   Sun:- Noon - Midnight 
Mon - Thurs:- 4pm - Midnight  Fri:- 3pm - 1am  

 

Does anyone know the event or names for the photo below please? Eds 
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A selection of more photographs. 

http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html
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Co-op Treat 1900  

Mrs. C. Cox 
with her children 
Beryl and John 
outside their 
home - Hill View 
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The National Joint Council for the Cement Industry had agreed in 1919 that all 
workers should receive one weeks’ holiday with pay. Nelson’s paid this up until 
1923 then told their workers that they would no longer pay it. In July 1924  a 
ballot for strike action was taken amongst the workers and it resulted in 167 in 
favour.  This was a majority of the workforce. On 1st August notice of the strike 
was given and on 8th August all but a few of the workforce of 250 came out.   
Eventually more and more workers were forced back to work through lack of 
money, but the hardcore who were still on strike did their utmost  to stop them. 
There was fighting on the picket line, one picketer  was sent to prison after 
hitting the local policemen and three others were fined £25. All this trouble split 
families and friends.   The Crown Inn was the strikers’ HQ and cheap beer was 
made available.  Two families were turned out of their tied houses and  found 
accommodation in the wooden hut behind The Crown. Several of the strikers 
were not taken back by Nelsons when the strike finished.  The men who went to 
work had to run the gauntlet  of abuse along Elm Row and George Street with 
rows of black stockings hung across the roads and children hammering tins with 
sticks. There was hope of unemployment pay that kept the strikers resolute until 
the end of October 1924, but the Court of Referees turned this down and this put 
an end to the strike.  About half the men had already gone back to work by this 
time. 
In an interview  at the time Mr. George Blyth, the managing director, said that 
trouble had been brewing for some time and had been brought about by a few 
hotheads from the three cement companies in the district. He said “ We are the 
only firm round here who kept the men at work through the bad times. When a 
coal strike was on  our men worked five days a week though it cost £5,000 to 
make £2,000 of cement. The men were very grateful but they didn't take long to 
forget. When they see the pits flooding they will think about it. It has been thirty 
five years since the men were on short time”. He also said that he did not mind if 
the strike lasted six weeks or six months, it would be ten weeks before supplies 
became short. 
(see map on page 36) 
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By 1880 adverts in Chambers Almanack refer to Charles Nelson selling cement, 
lime, bricks, pipes and tiles at Stockton and Tidmarch & Boswell selling bricks, 
pipes and tiles at the Harp Brick Works, Banbury Road, Southam. 
Griffin’s lime works are shown in the 1910 directory  for Stockton but not in the 
1912 edition, so they may have closed during this period.  Greaves, Bull & Lakin 
were to continue till the late 1930’s and owned the works at Bishop’s Itchington 
until it was taken over by Blue Circle. 
The hand digging of the quarries lead to the discovery of several fossils 
including an Icthyosaurus at Greaves’ quarry in 1898 and a Pleosaurus at 
Bishops Itchington in 1928, both at one time housed in the Natural History 
Museum at South Kensington.  Ammonites, some of them quite large, were 
plentiful at Stockton together with mussels and belamites. When machine 
digging was introduced most of the fossils were broken  up and were not 
recognised. 
Most of the local cement works owners ran the businesses on typical Victorian 
lines with a rigid hierarchy and social structure.  Workers and their families had 
to show obeisance to the owners both at works and outside. All of the local 
cement companies had their own tied houses including Greaves Cottages, 
Victoria Terrace, Napton Road, Elm Row and George Street in Stockton.  If a 
worker left their job or was sacked then they lost their company house. However, 
by the time Rugby Portland took over the works in 1945 a portion of these 
houses were occupied by people who were not their workers but they were 
allowed to remain in residence, which was fortunate because of the acute 
housing shortage after the Second World War.  As well as the tied houses 
Nelson’s also built a co-operative shop  which later became Neville Neal’s 
chairmakers, subsequently taken over by his son Lawrence. Next door was  a 
club, which later became a newsagents then a private house.  The new working 
men’s club (the Nelson Club in Napton Road) was opened on 11th May 1914 
and the village hall was build about 1900. 
The quarries provided  a large number of jobs for unskilled labour  and men and 
their families came from all over to  take these jobs. There were about 920 
people living in the village in 1911 and a striking feature was the proportion of 
people working at the cement works and quarries, employing nearly two thirds of 
the people who recorded their occupations. This compared to less than one in ten 
who worked in agriculture. 
Many different jobs were recorded by employees at the cement quarries and 
cement works: 
labourer, quarryman, lime burner, stonedresser, clinker drawer, engine or crane 
driver, and greaser. A few women were employed as packers and sack 
menders.There was a separate maintenance gang including, electrician, 
millwright, erector, bricklayer and carpenter .  The professional jobs were 
analytical chemist, engineer-in-charge, foreman, manager and cement tester. 
 
Nelson’s Strike 
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Stockton Post Office & 
Convenience Store 

New Opening Hours:- 
Closed for Lunch: 1.00 - 1.30pm 
 

Shop:  
      Mon-Fri 7.00am ~   8.00pm 
      Sat        7.00am ~   8.00pm 
      Sun       8.00am ~ 13.00pm 
Post Office Counter: 
      Mon-Fri 9.00am ~  5.30pm 
      Sat        9.00am ~12.30pm 
     Sun  Closed 
      Bank Holidays Closed 
 

Tel: 01926 812491 

 
   Tomlow Road, Napton, Warks 
Specialist nursery growing and 

selling               Bamboos, Grasses, 
Hardy Perennials, Shrubs, Alpines 

Open March to November: 
Hours: Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday 
Mondays throughout the year 

10.00am to 4.00pm 
 Other times by appointment. 

Tel: 01926 812737 
www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

  Follow our brown tourist sign at 
 Napton crossroads on the A425 

Southam to Daventry Road 

 
Please support our  

Advertisers 

http://www.bridge-nursery.co.uk/
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Suzanne Evetts Florist 
Market Hill,  Southam 

Local - National &  
International Deliveries  

 
Bouquets - Arrangements 

Hand Tied Bouquets 
Plants 

Weddings - Tributes 
Fascinators made to order 

 
A beautiful range of  

gifts & greeting cards 
 

01926 814343 
suzanneflorist@aol.com 

www.suzanne-evetts-florist.co.uk 
 

 
 

BJ Gascoigne 
Building Contractor

 
 

For all your building 
requirements from patios to 

extensions and  
everything in between. 

 
Established 27 years. 

Free estimates and advice. 
Windmill Farmhouse, Stockton 

Tel: 01926 817670 &  
07956 621588 

Email: b_gascoigne@sky.com 

 

Free Estimates  
Time convenient to you 

 
Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 

Samples Available  
 

Professional & Friendly Service 
 

Local Reliable Tradesman 
Qualified & Insured 

 
Free Delivery - 7 Day Service 

 
Flat Pack Assembly Service 

 
Phone JAMIE STRINGER  
 

on 
Tel: 01926 817924 
Mob: 07900431644  
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extraction of lime, clay for brick making and, later, material for the cement 
industry.  The long-term effects of these industries are apparent in the large holes 
left in the ground around our village 
After the middle of the 19th century as agriculture lost a lot of its importance due 
to cheaper food from abroad, these extractive industries dominated the local 
economy. Lime works seem to have been the first to show up on the maps, the 
first is in 1776 at Pratt’s Farm on the road to Napton, 1.25 miles from Southam, 
but the maps in 1834 show many more, as by then the Warwick and Napton 
canal had been built, and this enabled the inward transportation of coal for 
industry and the outward transport  of lime, etc. Kaye’s Arm, and Sitwells Arm 
to High Clays Farm through the old coffee pot bridge (now long gone) connected 
the two lime works to the canal network in 1820. Other lime works along the 
canal were opposite the Cuttle Inn, at Bascote and near Birdingbury Wharf.  One 
lime works not on the canal was at Bishop’s itchington which eventually became 
the first Blue Circle quarry and this was connected to the new railway in the 
1840’s. 
The only brick kiln shown on the 1834 map is on the Priors Marston road 1.5 
miles from Southam, the clay seems to have come from the salt spring near 
Southam Halt. Most local villages had by then a small brickyard and at Stockton 
we had one on top of The Hill where the “hills and hollers” are now.  The bricks 
were hand-moulded, dried in the summer under hatches and burnt in stacks with 
firewood around.  Sometimes the clay from the foundation of houses was made 
into bricks on the spot.   
By 1850 the lime works in Stockton were run by Richard Greaves and Richard 
Griffin.  The foreman at that times was Michael Bishop. Mr. Griffin seems to 
have broken away and started his own works near to the bridle path opposite the 
entrance to Stockton Fields Industrial Estate and leading from the Rugby Road 
down to Ashpole Spinney next to the Blue Lias Inn. In 1874 Greaves, Kershaw 
and Bull had the Blue Lias Works and also the cement works at Bishops 
Itchington. The name was to change later to Greaves, Bull & Lakin.  Lime for 
mortar was still being sold in the 1930’s but the brickwork has to be raked out 
and pointed with cement after and as the cost of labour increased it became 
chapter to use cement for laying bricks. 
The works at Long Itchington changed to cement manufacture in 1854 when it 
was taken over by Thomas Oldham, a local builder, but the quality of the cement 
was poor  and it was taken over again in 1868 by Kayes who made Portland 
cement.  Before 1895 the canal was the main means of transporting the cement  
and Kayes had their own barges, as did Greaves and Nelsons.  The railways then 
took an increasing amount, but they in turn had been replaced with steam lorries 
in the 1920’s due to the convenience of being able to deliver direct to site.  
Nelson’s had twenty boats at one time and also used to pick up bricks at 
Watson’s Brick Works at Napton after the merger with Nelson’s, which took 
place after William Watson died in 1879.  Hayes also owned several boats, as 
did Greaves, Bull & Lakin and the name of Stockton on these boats would have 
been seen all over the country. 



32 

London where he passed out first in the 1st class, and at Durham University. He 
was ordained deacon in 1897 by the late Bishop Creighton of London on which 
occasion he was “gospeller" in St. Paul’s Cathedral. The gospeller of course is 
the man who passes first in the Bishop’s examination of the candidates for Holy 
Orders. The same bishop ordained Mr. Esau into the priesthood in 1898. 
From 1897 to 1902 Mr. Esau was assistant curate at St. James. London, a slum 
parish with 10,000 poor and from 1902 to 1907 curate of St. Mary’s, 
Westminster.  Here he was Head of the Westminster School Mission, being 
instrumental in raising over £3,000 for the new building which was opened by 
the Bishop of London. In 1907, however, Mr. Esau’s health  broke down and he 
was obliged to leave London, the parish presenting him with a testimonial of £60 
on his departure.  Mr. Esau then spent the winter in Switzerland acting as 
chaplain  at Arosa and while there he collected £100 for a permanent English 
Church which is now completed.. It was after this that Mr. Esau came to 
Leamington Hastings as curate to Canon DW Sitwell. During his 12 months stay 
in the parish - he left in 1909 - he formed a brass band in connection with the 
temperance work and conducted it with such  efficiency that it was in great 
demand in the neighbourhood. On leaving he was the recipient off a handsome 
tea service. For the past three years Mr. Esau has been priest-in-charge of 
Hanley Swan in Worcestershire”. 
 
                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

STOCKTON - THE QUARRIES 
(This article has been taken mainly from previous articles in Stockton’s News. 
Any further information or comments on accuracy would be welcome. The same 
applies to the accompanying map - Howard Collerson) 
 
Lime was one of mankind’s first products and has been known to all of the 
ancient civilisations of the world both for its use in agriculture and as a binding 
agent for building materials. It was probably brought to this country by the 
Romans and  lime mortar was used by the Anglo-Saxons and Normans. The 
onset of the industrial revolution  created the need for roads, canal and railways 
and these required a strong and durable cement that could be produced from 
local materials.  James Parker of Northfleet, Kent patented in 1796 the formula 
using cement-stone found in clay and shale formations throughout the British 
Isles.  This stone was broken into fragments, burnt in a kiln then ground to a 
powder and then packed into airtight casks. When cement stone sources began to 
run out the search was on for other materials and in 1824 Joseph Aspdin of 
Leeds  was granted a patent for “Portland” cement, so called because of its 
similarity in colour to  limestone quarried on the Isle of Portland.  This 
forerunner of modern cements was made by burning and grinding a mixture of 
clay and limestone. 
Due to the geological structure of the area around Stockton, Southam and 
Bishops Itchington there is an outcrop of limestone that led to the quarries for the 
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C PULLIN & SON 
Monumental Masons 

 

 
Five generations of quality  

manufacturing 
and service from a family  

business. 
All aspects of monumental  

Masonry 
Showroom at 19A High Street, 
Leamington Spa, CV31 3AW 

 
01926 426435 

pullinsmemorials.co.uk 
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W. Goodwin & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 
38 Coventry Street, 

Southam. 
 
 

Telephone: 01926 812445 
 
 
 

Private Chapels of Rest 
Monument Service Provided 

Magazine Policy 
Deadline for articles 15th of the month and can only be accepted if in the form 
of a typed/written copy to Stockton’s News Editorial Team  or email 
stocktons.news@gmail.com. The Editorial Team 1.) Reserve the right to 
withhold or shorten items as views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Team. 2.) Contributors can request that their names be withheld but the 
team cannot accept anonymous items for publication. 3.) Reserve the right to 
edit each edition of the magazine to be put on the Web. 4.) No Liability will be 
accepted for loss or damage caused by error or omission from advertisements or 
content. 5.) Income is aimed at covering all costs generated by the production/
circulation of Stockton’s News. 6.) Any surplus funds will be distributed within 
the Parish of Stockton. Village groups are invited to apply for funds to the 
betterment of our community. 
Copy of Magazine Guide Lines reinstated from the 1980’s Parish Mag 
8.) We will try to print anything that wont land us up in court 9.) We do not 
endorse ALL the views expressed. 10.) We don’t  judge between those in 
dispute. 11.) We want to provide news, views, opinions and reports. We do not 
want to be unfair, biased, censorious or condemnatory. 
Airing a view is an opinion but a continual airing of that view and/or it’s 
opposite becomes an argument. 
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the recipient upon arrival. The text becomes suspicious where it states that the 
team “will enter your property and we will remain inside the front door to put on 
our protective clothing. You must wait in a separate room before we come to 
you.”  
This is simply an attempt by thieves to gain access to people’s homes under the 
cover of coronavirus measures. Residents are urged to ignore such texts and keep 
their doors closed and locked if they receive a visit. 
NHS Test and Trace will never ask you for financial details, PINs or passwords. 
They will also never visit your home.  
More information: https://www.tradingstandards.uk/news-policy/news-
room/2020/fake-covid-19-home-testing-appointment-texts-targets-public  

Stockton’s Archives 

STOCKTON VICARS 
Part III 

by Howard Collerson 
 
ARCHIBALD CHARLES ESAU was born in December  1870 at Islington, 
Middlesex and his parents were Alfred James Esau (1835 - 1917) and Emma 
Walker (1830 - 1919).  HIs father was a schoolteacher and by the 1891 census 
Archibald was acting as a Clerk to a Missionary.  By 1911 he was a Clerk in 
Holy Orders and boarding with Mr & Mrs William Hill who was also a Clerk in 
Holy Orders at Hanley Castle, Worcestershire.  He was rector at Stockton from 
1913 until 1927. 
He died on 5 March 1962 at The Bungalow, Wonston, Hazelbury Bryan, Dorset. 
The Rugby Advertiser of 5th October 1912 carried the following article 
“New Rector of Stockton to Succeed Archdeacon Colley - On the 
recommendation of New College, Oxford The Rev. Archibald Charles Esau MA 
is to succeed Archdeacon Colley as Rector of Stockton. Mr. Esau’s appointment 
has given the greatest satisfaction  not only to Stockton but in the neighbouring 
villages where he has made himself extremely popular during the time he was 
curate at Leamington Hastings. Mr. Esau was educated at King’s College, 

https://www.tradingstandards.uk/news-policy/news-room/2020/fake-covid-19-home-testing-appointment-texts-targets-public
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/news-policy/news-room/2020/fake-covid-19-home-testing-appointment-texts-targets-public
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 disclose any of your personal or medical information to your contacts  
 provide medical advice on the treatment of any potential coronavirus 

symptoms  
 ask you to download any software to your PC or ask you to hand over control 

of your PC, smartphone or tablet to anyone else  
 ask you to access any website that does not belong to the government or 

NHS  
Full details are available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-
how-it-works  
 Warwickshire Trading Standards advises all residents to:  
 Be vigilant. Don’t be afraid to delete an email/text or put the phone down if 

you believe it to be a scam  
 Take your time, don’t be rushed in to revealing personal information  
 If in doubt, ask or family member or friend for their advice  
 Report any type of scam to the Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 0808 

223 1133. Citizens Advice can provide telephone support and advice. They 
will also alert Warwickshire Trading Standards Service who can provide 
additional advice  

 For more advice visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/tradingstandards  

Warwickshire Trading Standards is warning residents across Warwickshire to 
beware of bogus letters bearing the Age UK logo. The letters falsely claim that 
an Age UK Coventry and Warwickshire ‘housing surveyor’ has visited the 
property whilst the homeowner was out and carried out a visual inspection. The 
results of the ‘survey’ are attached to the letter, but this bears little resemblance 
to the actual property suggesting that it’s simply made up! 
The letter goes on to suggest that the property has begun to look neglected and 
requires building work/maintenance and that the sender will return to discuss the 
work that needs doing. The letter is poorly written, but does contain the name 
and address of the recipient. 
Age UK Coventry & Warwickshire has confirmed that these letters have 
not been sent by the charity and have issued a warning. 
Warwickshire Trading Standards advice to residents: 
Do not buy goods or services from unexpected doorstep traders. This includes 

any building work. 
If you have received a similar letter and then receive a visit, do not allow the 

visitor in to your home. Keep your door closed and report the incident to 
Warwickshire Trading Standards on 0808 223 1133. 

For more information and advice, visit: https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/consumeradvice 

The Chartered Trading Standards Institute (CTSI) is reporting that it has 
witnessed evidence of bogus texts informing members of the public that a 
“COVID Home Testing Team” will visit their homes.  
The text specifies a date and time for the visit and that the “team” will telephone 
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Refuse & Recycling 
   July 3rd,17th & 31st August 14th & 28th -  Grey Lid Bin  
            July 10th & 24th August 7th & 21st  -   Blue Lid Bin & Green Bin 

Missed Bins Tel: 01789 260616  
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Editors Ramblings:-  
It has been rather difficult (to say the least) through social 
distancing etc. to get Stockton’s News out these past few issues 
and we apologise  for any errors incurred. There is no August 
Magazine as the team takes it’s well earned annual break. A 
big thank you to everyone involved.  
Scarecrow Trail is happening in August - see page 6.  
Stay safe, keep social distancing and meet up with you all in 
September.  
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fnhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C901cd101819a4d1a9fa308d809616d35%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C63726
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fnhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C901cd101819a4d1a9fa308d809616d35%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C63726
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2Ftradingstandards&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C901cd101819a4d1a9fa308d809616d35%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637269661340974616&
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2Fconsumeradvice&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C78e0b43797524b96bba408d80e172d47%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637274839998993441&s
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2Fconsumeradvice&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C78e0b43797524b96bba408d80e172d47%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637274839998993441&s
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VILLAGE MATTERS 
To have your news included please 

Contact by email - stocktons.news@gmail.com 
or by telephone Marion 812887 or Wendy 813730 

Happy Birthday Wishes for July go to Rory Cooper , Carys West, Hannah 
Mingins, Abigail Evetts, Peter West, Maisie White, Harry Clews, Jessica 
Mingins, Louie Bulyka, Richard Rumsey, Simon Watson, Marion Stringer, 
Jamie Stringer, Pauline Last, Pete Noon, Ffion Brough, Robert Cox, Lucy 
Woodall, Sonja Bagley, Abbie Udall, Alice Versey, Dennis Fletcher, Marlene 
Sedgeley, Laurence Neal, Martyn Warner, Leanne Warner, Fred Constable, 
Gabriella Gulliver, Caysie Kirby, Kelly Smith, Pheobe Sanders, Leo Harvey, 
Zoe Barker, Georgia Husband and special birthday wishes go to Mrs. Freda 
Spraggett.  
Birthday wishes for August go to Keziah Ether idge, Kyle Lawson, Ted 
Evetts, Isabella Holloway, Luke Lawson, Clare Howard, Brock Cooper, Elicia 
Glover, Ash Adkins, Phyliss Rolfe, Brian Skidmore, Ben Kirby, Luca Newman, 
Blake Smith, Anna Billsborough, Percy Smith, Billy Cotter, Alexander Lisiak, 
Archie Deering, Charlotte Howard, Emily Howard, and  
Wedding Anniversary congratulations to Charlotte and Josh Tolley.  

VILLAGE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Extra Special Birthday Wishes 
 go to Mrs. Freda Spraggett  
102yrs on the 11th of July.  

 
Mrs. Spraggett who has received the magazine via post 
for many years and still supports and enjoys reading all 
about the village and its news, was born in Stockton and 
now lives at Greenways, Long Itchington. 
 
We wish you a very happy birthday.   

Condolences go to family and friend of Mr. David Thornicroft who has sadly 
passed away. 
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The Government’s new NHS test and trace service is designed to trace people 
who might have come in to contact with someone who has coronavirus and help 
prevent the spread of the disease. Advice has been issued on how to spot 
fraudsters who may try to use NHS test and trace to steal personal 
and financial information and perpetrate scams.  
If you test positive for coronavirus, the NHS test and trace service will send you 
a text or email alert or call you with instructions of how to share details of 
people with whom you have had close, recent contact and places you have 
visited.  
The NHS test and trace service will also contact you if have been in close 
contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus. Again, the alert 
will usually come by text, email or phone call.  
Fraudsters may make telephone calls falsely claiming to be NHS test 
and trace staff or send bogus texts or emails.  
If it’s really NHS test and trace calling you it will be from their single 
number 0300 0135 000, although scammers are known to be able to make 
their phone calls appear to come from genuine numbers. Scammers can also do 
this with text messages too and can even make messages appear in a chain of 
texts alongside previous genuine messages, making them look plausible.  
That is why is it very important to understand what NHS contact tracers will 
ask you to do and what they will never ask you to do. 
Contact tracers will:  
 call you from 0300 013 5000  
 send you text messages from ‘NHS’  
 ask you to sign into the NHS test and trace service website: https://contact-

tracing.phe.gov.uk/   
 ask for your full name and date of birth to confirm your identity, and 

postcode to offer support while self-isolating  
 ask about the coronavirus symptoms you have been experiencing  
 ask you to provide the name, telephone number and/or email address of 

anyone you have had close contact with in the 2 days prior to your symptoms 
starting  

 ask if anyone you have been in contact with is under 18 or lives outside of 
England  

Contact tracers will never:  
 ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak to us (for example, those 

starting 09 or 087)  
 ask you to make any form of payment or purchase a product or any kind  
 ask for any details about your bank account  
 ask for your social media identities or login details, or those of your contacts  
 ask you for any passwords or PINs, or ask you to set up any passwords or 

PINs over the phone  

Scam and Rogue Traders Alerts 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontact-tracing.phe.gov.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C901cd101819a4d1a9fa308d809616d35%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637269661340964658&sdata=D9Qkdx
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontact-tracing.phe.gov.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csamiyemoustafa%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C901cd101819a4d1a9fa308d809616d35%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637269661340964658&sdata=D9Qkdx
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Garden Jottings 
from Bridge Nursery - your local Hardy Plant Specialists 

 
Christine Dakin, Bridge Nursery                  Tel:01926 812737 
Tomlow Road, Napton.                  www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

¼ mile from Crossroads Garage – look for our Tourist Sign 

Garden Jottings from Bridge Nursery 
Your local Hardy Plant Specialists 

 
JULY 

 
You may be aware that our garden is normally open for the National Garden 
Scheme. The opening times are every weekend from 10 am til 4 pm. We raise 
about £1000 annually which is distributed to various caring charities including 
Macmillan Cancer Care, Marie Curie and Perennial which is for people who 
work in horticulture but who have fallen on hard times. 
 
Now that many of the restrictions have been lifted we are able to have the gate 
open again for garden visitors. I look forward to seeing you at some point. 
Having said all that I feel very behind with some of the jobs. The winter is my 
best time to add in plants or move others or remove some which are looking a bit 
ropey (technical term!) But it was just too wet to do any of those things. There 
are gaps where some large shrubs died after the winter wet but since then it has 
been far too dry to dare to plant anything. Do come along and check my progress 
(or lack of it depending on the weather). 
 
Those plants which suvived the excess rainfall have rewarded us with much 
more growth than usual and it seems that a lot more pruning needs to be done to 
all the shrubs. The general rule is to prune after the plant has finished flowering. 
I know many people who are a tad nervous about pruning (I love it). Quite often 
some of the older stems need to be cut close to the ground. Please don't prune 
everything like a lollipop, it looks horrible. 
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Children and Young Person Advice Helpline number to support crisis 
intervention and prevent mental health crisis 

Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust (CWPT) want to support 
you during the difficult times we are facing due to the Covid 19 situation. To do 
this we have developed a 24 hour 7 day a week telephone Advice Helpline run 
by qualified mental health clinicians to be there for you to contact when you 
need.  We know that the feelings you may be experiencing at such difficult times 
are frightening and can make you feel that your emotional wellbeing is in crisis.  
We know that these emotions can lead to a mental health crisis which often 
means that you no longer feel able to cope or be in control of your situation. You 
may feel great emotional distress or anxiety, cannot cope with day-to-day life, 
intense sadness and may be thinking about suicide or self-harm or experiencing 
thought disorientation that can feel like hallucinations or hearing voices. 
We want to be there for you to support and give advice, to work with you to feel 
more able to be in control of your emotions and manage the distress you are 
feeling together with you. Children and Young Peoples Specialist Mental Health 
service in CWPT have with the current crisis team worked together to develop a 
CYP response  that will allow us to support you 24 hours 7 days a week and 
where needed continue to support you within the Rise Mental Health and 
Emotional Wellbeing service directly for CYP.  
Contact details 
If you are calling between the hours of 8am and 8 pm please call Childrens Crisis 
Team at Whitestone on: 02476 641799 
If you are calling between the hours of 8pm and 8 am please call Coventry Crisis 
team Crisis team: 02476 938000 
What to expect when you call: 
The mental health clinician who you speak to will want to know about you and 
will ask you some questions to help understand your feelings and emotions.  
They are doing this to help understand how to best help you and make sure that 
they get the right support for you. Listening to you is so important and hearing 
your voice in terms of what you are experiencing, the feelings and the situation. 
We may ask you about your family and the adults who are able to also support 
you or be part of your coping plan.  This may mean we need to speak to an adult 
in your house as well but we will do this with you. At times we may need to call 
you back to offer ongoing support and advice to do this we will need to have a 
contact number. We also may need to think with you about other agencies that 
can support you but we will talk these suggestions through with you and or the 
adults you feel able to involve. Most importantly we want to be able to offer 
advice and support over the phone as you need it to prevent a crisis feeling 
becoming too overwhelming. As well as our 24 hour 7 day a week phone advice 
helpline we have also been working hard to provide resources on line to provide 
more direct advice and guidance. 
We acknowledge that these Covid 19 times are presenting challenges for all of us 
and we want to make sure that we are reaching out to you all - children and 
young people,  parents, carer’s and families. 
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Exciting News from School 
 Dear All, 
I am delighted to announce that Stockton Primary was able to re-open to pupils 
in years Reception, 1 and 6 on June 1st.  We have a series of social distancing 
measures in place and  a rigorous hygiene routine to enable us all to work 
safely.  The children have shown remarkable resilience and have adapted to new 
surroundings really quickly - they are a credit to their families and their 
school.  We have, of course, been open for the children of Key Workers since 
March 23rd and it has been a pleasure to support those doing such vital work at 
this time. 
We also have another exciting project in the pipeline which is the replacement of 
our rather old and rickety fence.  Thanks to the Stowe Valley Trust we are able 
to upgrade our perimeter fencing with something sturdier and more secure.  The 
new fencing will ensure that the school is as safe as possible from potential 
intruders as visitors will have to enter the premises via a locked pedestrian gate 
which can only be 'released' electronically from within school. 
The fencing will extend along School Street and a similar gate will be in place 
where the children currently arrive in the morning.   It will continue along Beck's 
Lane and join with the current garden fencing at St Michael's Crescent.  Our car 
park will also have enhanced security as the new fence will firm up our 
boundary with Church Street. 
The safety of our children is always our number one priority and site security is 
of great importance.  I am delighted that we will have greater confidence in 
knowing that our buildings, playground and field will be an even safer place for 
our children to be!  I think it will also look very smart and enhance the overall 
appearance of the school.  Thank you Stowe Valley MAT! 
Anne Bedgood  

STOCKTON PRIMARY  SCHOOL NEWS 
www.stockton.warwickshire.sch.uk 
Tel: 01926 812483    Head - Mrs. Ann Bedgood 

On the CWRise website you will find a wealth of up to date links, advice, 
guidance and support to help support during these times. 
In addition the following resources are available to all to telephone or contact via 
their website that are CYP focused. 
Young Minds parent helpline – 0808 802 5544 – website  https://
youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/ 
Papyrus 0800 068 4142 website https://papyrus-uk.org/hopelineuk/ opening 
hours 9am-10pm weekdays and 2pm – 10 pm weekends and Bank holidays 
ChildLine 0800 1111 website https://www.childline.org.uk 
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As you will have seen, the Government is allowing church buildings to be re-
opened for private individual prayer. 
 
This slight lifting of restrictions still carries a series of strict conditions regarding 
hygiene, supervision and social distancing. 
Some of our churches do not have the facilities to meet these conditions.  
Others will be able to meet the strict criteria and may be opened for limited 
times.  
As local church leaders, we feel people’s safety is absolutely paramount, and so 
where a church is not open, it will be because the Government conditions cannot 
be met adequately.  
Do check your local church website or Facebook page or on the church 
noticeboard to see if there are times the church will be open. 
However, whether the building is open or not, the church continues to offer 
worship, pastoral care and prayer for our local communities.  Do check websites 
and Facebook for details of worship, and if you require personal prayer support, 
do message through those or phone.  
 
Rev Martin Green 
Area Dean 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
https://papyrus-uk.org/hopelineuk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4YiBnqXb6AIVSsjeCh3MGAHeEAAYASAAEgI67_D_BwE
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Ordinary time? 
These times seem far from ordinary, don’t they?  But the church has just moved 
into “ordinary time”, when there are no special festivals to celebrate, between 
now and the beginning of November.  It’s a quieter time in our calendar when 
we can reflect on our relationship with God and get on with living our Christian 
life. 
But even the life of the church isn’t ordinary at the moment.  We now have 
permission to open our buildings for private prayer (see elsewhere in the 
magazine for details).  But whether that is possible or not, we hope we are still a 
valuable presence in our communities.  We hope the various means of contacts 
we have made, the Messy Church bags and on-line children’s clubs, the 
invitation to show solidarity by tying a ribbon on the church gate, the mini-
fundraising events have all encouraged you, with blessings, pastoral care and 
prayer. 
And, of course, things are still far from ordinary in our communities: as people 
continue to struggle with anxiety, grief, loss of health, income and freedom to 
get on with what we would normally be doing.  Should schools open or not?  
Should we wear face masks or not?  Still so many uncertainties and unknowns. 
Then on top of all that, we have the civil unrest around the world, following the 
unlawful death of George Floyd in the USA.  I know we are not a very culturally 
diverse neighbourhood but prejudice can be deeply embedded in us without us 
recognising it as such.  A lot of people will say that they are not racist; that they 
don’t see the colour – just the person.  But we need to see the colour in order to 
be an effective ally of our coloured brothers and sisters.  We need to educate 
ourselves and others about the issues of race; we need to acknowledge the part 
that Britain has played throughout history (slavery, imperialism, colonialism); 
we need to support black artists; we need to speak up when we see injustices 
caused by prejudice.  I know we won’t always get it right and we don’t have to 
pretend to be free of racism in order to be an anti-racist.  “Anti-racism is the 
commitment to fight racism wherever you find it, including in 
yourselves.” [Nigerian-American writer Ijeoma Olua]  Let’s remember that God 
made everyone in his image and loves each one of us.  We are all equal in his 
family. 
Let’s take time to reflect in these (extra-) ordinary times on how we can move 
beyond them to build a better future. 
 

God bless, 
Gillian 

Stockton church 

Methodist and Anglicans in  unity 

The Bridges Group of Parishes             www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk   
Rev. Gillian Roberts  Tel: 01926815831          email: gillian@thebridgesgroup.org.uk         

Associate Ministers  
Rev Celia Parks           Tel: 07842 151387 email:  celia@thebridgesgroup.org.uk 
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Stowe Valley Multi Academy Trust are delighted to announce a new project is 
underway to upgrade and secure a number of school sites it operates. 
Unfortunately, the schools current fencing is showing signs of age and concerns 
have been raised over the health and safety risk. The answer is new school 
fencing. Southam College, Kineton High, Bishops Itchington and Stockton 
Primary will see the installation of new 6ft green palisade fencing and gates 
installed. The new fencing will be installed marking the same boundary lines as 
the previous. David Carter – Head of Estates, Stowe Valley Multi Academy 
Trust said: “Our prime objective has been to 
safeguard our young people and ensure they can 
come to school and learn in a safe environment 
while choosing a product that best complements our 
rural surroundings." 

STOCKTON’S WEATHER STATION - MAY 2020 
Headlines - A truly record-breaking month, the driest May on record and 
the driest of any month since September 1959, the sunniest May on record 
and the sunniest of any month on record. 
The average minimum temperature was 8.7 deg. C, more than one degree above 
the average (7.5 deg.). The lowest temperature was 0.4 deg.C on the 11th May 
and we had 9 ground frosts this month, unusually high for May but as a result of 
clear skies.  The average maximum temperature was 19.1 deg.C, two and a half 
degrees above above the average (16.6 deg.). The highest temperature was 26.5 
deg.C on  20th May, the warmest May day since 2010.  Rainfall this month was 
virtually non-existent with only 2mm recorded in the rain gauge on the first day 
of the month in the rain gauge, although we had short showers on four other 
days. This is less than 4%  of the May average of 56 mm.. The wind has blown 
mainly from the south-west, west, north-west and north, (20 days). Sunshine 
levels have been 50% above the average for May. 
Trivia of the month - Amount of rainfall so far this year - 180mm 
 Amount of rainfall in 2019 by the end of May  - 156mm 
 Number of rainy days so far this year - 51 days 
 Number of rainy days in 2019 by the end of May - 41 days 

 
STOCKTON’S WEATHER STATION  

mailto:celia@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
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STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL - NOTES OF JUNE 2020 MEETING 
Please note that this are informal notes. For a formal record please refer to the 
approved minutes on the parish council website. 
Warwickshire County Council: Andy Crump reported on civic amenity sites 
with seven being open now throughout the county; work on domestic violence 
and antisocial behaviour; and the coronavirus situation (WCC have paid £7.2 
million from the government grant to care homes to help with their extra costs of 
PPE and other supplies). 
Stratford District Council: Louis Adam reported on the council’s Discretion-
ary Fund to help businesses dealing with the lockdown. 
Planning Matters: The Crown Inn - demolition of the outbuildings and re-
placement with residential units and business premises. The parish council was 
in support of the earlier plans tabled in February but objected to the  revised 
plans as there were two more residential units above the proposed hairdressers 
salon and cafe that were an overdevelopment of the site and would cause prob-
lems with car parking. Stockton House: permission granted for an illuminated 
sign at the entrance on the A426. 
School boundary railings: The Head Teacher  has indicated that the Stowe 
Valley Multi-Academy Trust were considering replacing the existing boundary 
fences in School Street, Becks Lane and Church Street with metal palisade style 
fencing up to 6 feet in height. The parish council will write to the Head to ex-
press its views that this is out of keeping with the setting of the school and would 
completely change the visual character of the school. Alternatives to the palisade 
fencing would be suggested. 
St. Michael’s Church: the par ish council agreed to make a contr ibution of 
£250 to offset the unexpected cost to the church of removing a potentially dan-
gerous large branch that overhung Rectory Close. 
Street Lighting: since the meeting the par ish council’s contractors, MSL, 
have replaced seven of the old yellow lamps with the white LED lamps in St. 
Michaels’s Crescent, George Street, Church Street and Post Office Lane. Under 
our programme next year it may be possible to replace the old lamps in the cul-
de-scas in the village. 
Next meeting: Monday 20th July 2020 at 7.15 pm. 
Howard Collerson (Chairman) 

STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL 
             Meetings held every 3rd Monday in Village Hall 7.15pm.  

Full copies of  approved minutes available from Clerk to Parish Council 
Mr. W.J. Robinson   Tel: 01926 814094  or  

 website .www.stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk 
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Elderflower Champagne 
 

20ltr bucket or 2x 10ltr buckets preferably with a handle 
20ltrs water 
Juice and zest of 10 lemons 
2 Kilo Sugar 
20 full Elder Flower Heads 
White wine vinegar 
Sterilising tablets 
Muslin Cloth(s) or tea towels 
Large wooden spoon 
Funnel 
Jug 
Glass or plastic bottles for 20ltrs fluid (preferably recycled) 
 

First thing is to sterilise everything as per instructions on the packet (sterilising 
tablets). You can find these in the baby section of most supermarkets including 
Tesco  
Put water into bucket(s), add lemon juice and zest and stir, add sugar and stir 
again.  Put into liquid 5 tablespoons of vinegar and give it a good stir until sugar 
is dissolved. 
Wash flower heads.  Tip – try to use flowers that are not on the roadside to avoid 
pollution.  Cut stems off flowers and turn heads upside down; gently swirly onto 
the top of the liquid. 
Cover bucket(s) with muslin cloth or tea towel and store in a cool place for 2 
days to one week. 
When a slight mould appears on the top the champagne leave it for another 2 
days.  It should smell delicious at this stage. 
Remove the flowers and sieve the liquid through the muslin cloth or tea towel. 
Use the jug and funnel to pour champagne into sterilised bottles and firmly 
secure top. Tip – if using plastic bottles (pop or water bottles are good), put an 
indent into the top of the bottle with your thumb and then screw on the cap.  This 
allows room for the fizz!  
Date and label the bottles then store in a cool, dry place for 2 weeks. 
Congratulations your champagne should be ready.  Watch out for a pop when 
you open that bottle. 
The Champagne can be stored for up to 6 months. 
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Stockton Village Hall is ready for opening just as soon as it is safe to do so.  We 
are working closely with our insurance company, the Government and Council 
advice.  We are also using common sense and will only open when it is 
completely safe for us to do so but ..... we are here and very much looking 
forward to welcoming you all as soon as we can.   
This month I would like to share a project I have been working on.  Please join 
in and do this project with me and let me know how you get on? 
 What is this great project you may ask??? 
 Well, I have made for the first time ever, as it sounds so delicious, Elderflower 
Champagne I can tell you I followed the recipe, which was very easy and 
cheap to make and the smell was divine.   Of course I used Stockton 
Elderflowers, which are the best, and recycled bottles, buckets and other 
equipment where I could. I have to admit I am only at the stage of waiting the 
two weeks for it to mature but June 18th is champagne day in our 
household.  The bottles do have fizz as I just had to turn one upside down to 
check.   Oh yes the bubbles were very evident.  I was so excited. Thankfully no 
explosions (so far!) 
 I was short on a couple of bottles so I did have to purchase 2 x 2ltr plastic 
bottles but I will recycle them for next years batch. They were very reasonable as 
I bought bottled water which I think was 21p and I then used the water for the 
Champagne.  I have tried to be as environmentally friendly as I can. The smell 
was just lovely whilst the flowers were doing their bit too. Now I have to 
confess, I have no idea if this is alcoholic or not.  I shall have to let you know 
next time.   
The Village Hall also takes no responsibility for any explosions of fizz, 
scrumping accusations, Lack of lemons at Tesco or Jigs Store and if it is 
alcoholic, no responsibility for drunk and disorderly behaviour! Please do let Us/
Stockton News know how you get on?  The Elderflowers are still in bloom but 
you will need to get your skates on. 
Kind regards and happy brewing 
Wendy and Stockton Village Hall Trustees 

 

STOCKTON VILLAGE HALL 
Chair/Secretary - Wendy Burrows Tel:714425 Treasurer - Val Legg Tel: 814640      

Bookings - Helen Kittendorf  Tel: 815376          helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk 
Village Hall Charges:- Children’s Parties £25                   Hourly Rate £7.50p 
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LOCKDOWN UPDATE FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR 
COVID-19 Update 

The cumulative cases in the county are now 1559 up from 1524 with confirmed 

cases in Stratford on Avon District at 370 up one from 369 since the previous 

week, which is very encouraging. Testing is continuing at Stratford College and 

the Track and Trace procedures are well underway. 

 Out of the 427 SWFT Hospital Beds there are eight cases of COVID-19 and no 

cases in intensive care.  With the updated ONS figures sadly the cumulative 

deaths across Stratford District are now 161 (an increase of two in the last week) 

which includes 80 from the care home settings from a cumulative of 789 ‘all 

cause deaths’. The cumulative total of all COVID-19 deaths in Warwickshire is 

now 533 and over the same period there have been 2580 non COVID-19 related 

deaths in Warwickshire (approx 1 in 6).  Across the county there have been 202 

COVID-19 deaths in care homes settings compared to 754 non COVID-19 

deaths in care homes over the same period.   

 The capacity in hospitals remains good with 2% of beds occupied by COVID-19 

patients and 11% with suspected COVID-19 patients  There are 34% of beds 

occupied by Non-COVID-19 patients and a spare capacity of 53% reinforcing 

that the NHS is very much open for business!  

 SDC Environmental Health 

The environmental health teams at Stratford District Council are continuing to 

work really hard to provide advice and guidance to businesses and retail outlets 

including restaurants, pubs, cafes, garden centres and shops.  The team has also 

provided a wealth of information with links to government guidance which can 

be accessed from its website https://www.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-

recovery.cfm 

 Stratford Town Centre 

The new one-way temporary roadway scheme opened last week to provide 

additional space for pedestrians to safely circulate, for customers to queue 

outside shops and for businesses to expand to meet customer needs. The speed in 

which this was implemented was quite incredible and the focus on a more 

aesthetic and attractive scheme, once any initial issues are ironed out, is to 

follow. 

Southam Market/Wellesbourne Market – ,’Message from Shane’s star fruits  - 

some good news is whilst we are waiting for the Southam market to re open we 

News From Your Warwickshire County Councillor  
for Southam, Stockton & Napton 

Andy Crump  
email  cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Mobile: 07771335273 

mailto:helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-recovery.cfm
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-recovery.cfm
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will be doing a market stall from the Bowling Green pub car park from Thursday 

25062020 (council approved) - Mark from the pub has so kindly said we can use 

the carpark until the market re opens’, Wellesbourne Market opened in a 

reduced manner 20/6/20 

Exercise during the lockdown 

I have noticed a significant increase in the amount of people walking (some dogs 

look a bit fed up) & cycling (nationally there is a big demand for cycles) and it 

appears many people have got the exercise bug. The local Public Rights of Way 

(PROW) groups have done a great job locally but had to suspend activities due 

to the virus. Local councillors from several settlements are looking at how 

cycling can be made easier and safer locally – several public and private sector 

organisations will need to be involved. It certainly won’t be resolved overnight. I 

am pressing WCC to bring forward proposed schemes for our area, sustainable 

transport is a key element of WCC’s Shaping Places Capital programme.  

Open water swimming 

In light of the forecast very warm weather for the next week – I would like 

to reinforce this 

Please do not do this unless using a supervised area – I’ve had reports of people 

using quarries/pools in this hot weather. It was less than 2 years ago when 

someone drowned locally using such pools. I do not want that to happen again. 

Please stay safe 

Overgrown hedges/paths 

I have reported several recently ,please let me know of any near you. (The Chair 

& Clerk of Stockton PC also keep me regularly informed too). 

Volunteers  

I would like to pay tribute, once again, to all the volunteers who do so much to 

make our area a great place to live and who help people less fortunate than 

themselves. Thank you. 

Economy 

WCC will provide help and support to stimulate Warwickshire’s economy which 

has taken a hit (like most parts of the country –and Europe) because of COVID-

19. Before the pandemic, Warwickshire’s economy was one of the best 

performing in the country. Naturally, this had to, quite rightly, be put to one side 

as all efforts were put into protecting, feeding and helping Warwickshire 

residents. 

 Waste Household Recycling 

The online booking system continues to work really well and the sites open 

include Burton Farm in Stratford and Princes Drive, Leamington Spa: https://

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hwrc  New booking dates are continuing to be 

released by WCC but remember a household can only book one visit every two 

weeks. Whilst the centre in Shipston opens on Monday 22 June there are no 

plans for Wellesbourne to open in view of the difficulties of implementing social 
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Oh well at least i won’t get fat. 
Maybe tomorrow I’ll try something new, 
Like grouting the bath and mastic the loo. 
So off to search on Youtube TV, 
For ideas and demos of how this can be 
And what do they say is the first thing to do? 
Cover your arms and nose when working around the loo! 
(Wendy Burrows a WI member 
A little humour from this sender) 
 
Lockdown 
We miss our families being about 
Telling us how they spend their day 
We miss our family lunches out 
And jazz on some Sunday's 
We watch the birds eat bread and nuts 
While we enjoy our tea 
They love to swim and splash about 
We've so much life to see 
We love to hear the telephone ring 
And now we've learnt to Zoom 
Our gardens all look neat and gay 
With flowers in full bloom 
The crossword sometimes baffle us 
But most days it's complete 
We've scrabble and our jig saws too 
And family tree all neat 
We chat across the hedge with friends 
While drinking tea and wine 
We're so relaxed and having fun 
So staying home is fine. 
Diane Emberton 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hwrc
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hwrc
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Give nature some room to rewild and rebirth. 
(Liz) 
 
LOCKDOWN PAINTING 
While locked up and fed up with deep cleaning, 
For a change I started a little DIY painting. 
Now armed with my brush and a can of Dulux 
I began my extreme Spring Cleaning. 
First a mark upon the stairs 
Next those stains on the landing ceiling. 
To get behind the new TV 
I had to carefully kneel, not a pretty sight to see. 
I painted, I touched, I titivated and I cleaned 
How happy was I with my emulsion so spotlessly clean 
Whilst washing my brush in warm soapy suds, 
My thought began a dreaming. 
Now what have I started and where will it end? 
Four chairs and the dining table my friend. 
A mirror, a tray, the biscuit tin, hooray! 
So many colours along the way. 
A big brush, a small one for those fiddly bits, 
Froggy tape for very straight lines if it fits 
Two days later, feeling very fresh and proud, 
I went to the Co-op for a cake cause I’m allowed. 
As I went to pay at the self-checkout, 
Would you believe it would not work so I had to shout 
Help over here if you don’t mind! 
And I put up my hand and beckoned over the assistant who looked very kind. 
With my arm up in the air I gave out a shriek of despair, 
For under arm was paint by numbers there. 
Oh I felt such alarm, how could I have done this to arm? 
Go out dressed up but looking a clout, 
With embarrassment swirling all about, 
I left the shop with my arms laid flat have no doubt. 
I waddled back to my car 
Then opened the door looking round and afar. 
The short drive home was worrying enough, 
Had I got paint on my nose with my big brush? 
As I ran in the house to look in the mirror, 
Thank goodness my face was spotlessly clear. 
Now with a cuppa in my hand 
And my house looking rather grand, 
I sat at the time with a slump in the chair, 
What was that under there? 
The cake, now flat and squashed in a splat 
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distancing procedures effectively. 

Face Coverings 

In line with the government’s new measures for travelling on public transport, 

face coverings/masks must be worn from Monday 15th June. 

Bus timetable alterations 

With several road closures over the next few weeks , due to HS2 works, I am 

pressing, via WCC, bus operators to make local parish/town councils aware of 

any timetable changes and if possible post details in appropriate bus shelters. For 

those who do not like using the internet , the Traveline number is 0871 200 

2233.  

Kind regards 
Andy 
 
 

July Newsletter 
The 24 members of Stockton Pétanque Club are 
champing at the bit to get back playing and although the 
rules have just been relaxed to allow up to six to play 
together,  the practicalities make it very difficult to 
organise – social distancing at all times and no bar or 
toilets!  
However, six stalwarts managed to play the first Saturday 
Club on 13th June with Rich Rushton taking the early lead 

in the Summer League! 
In the meantime ‘vulnerable’ 
folks are staying home and trying 
to keep fit through makeshift 
pistes in their gardens to keep 
their eye in.  Chateau Emberton 
boasts its own terrain, where 
Diane and John are keeping fit by 
throwing boules regularly. 

Chairman –        Richard Rushton 
Administrator – John Emberton   01926 814267 
Club Captain –   Rich Powell        07957848075 
www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk 

http://www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk
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Well we have managed to hold a WI lockdown meeting on a conference 
telephone call with about 17 of us joining in. 
Sue told us about the changing of the role of the WI for a very long time to come 
and a meeting was planned for new ideas for a new programme. Joan and Mary 
gave us information about the cancellations of trips and events and the refunds to 
be made as and when they come through. Our website gallery is filling up with 
the puppets we made and various crafts. Liz told us she has a Climate 
Ambassador meeting planned. 
Some of us have been waxing lyrical and have entered poems in the 
Warwickshire Federation poetry competition. Good luck to those who entered 
and four of these are shown below:- 
 
LOCKDOWN IN STOCKTON 
Broad beans, runner beans, any type but we want seeds! 
Plain flour, GF flour, anything to suit our needs 
Books, games, paint for sheds 
Someone take this camping bed 
Blow up pools for children’s fun 
Chairs for basking in the sun 
Sheds and cupboards full of space 
It’s Stockton’s lockdown market place! 
(Alwyn) 
 
JAM AND JERUSALEM?! 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she led the litter pickers 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she made time for a neighbour 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she promoted the smear test 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she taught others how to darn 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she packed bags at the food bank 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she campaigned for more midwives 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she supported the refuge 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she sowed pollen rich flowers 

WOMENS INSTITUTE 
Meeting 7.30pm at Village Hall first Monday each Month 

President:- Sue Gill  Tel:  01926 460278 
Secretary: Joan Ford Tel: 01926 810220 
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There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she stopped flying and driving 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she joins the cell register 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she paid for a bus ticket 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she fought for care not prison 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she reported a nail bar 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she spoke about mental health 
There’s more to us than jam and Jerusalem 
Said she as she strove for equality 
There’s more to us, the WI! 
(Sue Gill) 
 
REMEMBER 
When this pandemic is finally over 
and life returns to normal 
Lets remember what nature taught us 
and not how life was so awful 
The walks along deserted streets 
devoid of motors rush and tear 
To hear again the songbirds trill 
The stillness, quiet and clean fresh air 
To walk along forgotten byways 
to stretch our legs or get on bikes 
Getting off commuters treadmill 
whilst remembering childish hikes 
Noticing nature in all its glory, in 
our gardens, parks and spaces green 
Overnight unfold, replenish and blossom 
in places forgotten or never seen 
How good it would be if we remember 
this power of nature when we 
are released again, to run unthinking 
Busy about our lives, happy to be free 
Just one change, just one small thing, 
one less flight each year would do 
Leave the car at home and walk or cycle 
once a week, or maybe two 
Reuse, recycle, grow all that you can 
Leave room in your garden for more than just man 
Remember the songbirds, and solid green earth 


