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STOCKTON VILLAGE
FESTIVAL

Summer Bank Holiday Weekend
28t - 315t August 2026

Live Bands over the Festival Weekend
28t - 315t August
Beer & Cider Festival 28t - 315t August
Scarecrow Trail 29t - 30" August
Produce Show 29" August
Family Fun Day 30t August
End of Festival Quiz 31t August
Name the Bear at all Venues 28t - 315t August
Entering a Scarecrow
Are you interested in having some fun making a

scarecrow for this event, there is no cost to enter a
scarecrow for the trail, entry forms to follow.

The theme this year will be
“ British icons of the past 100 years ”

stocktonvillagefestival@gmail.com
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[eLeX CARPETS

. Free Estimates
Time convenient 'to you

” BRIDGE
NURSERY

Tomlow Road, Napton, Warks

Carget , Vinyl & Laminate
Specialist nursery growing and amples Available
selling Bamboos, Grasses, Hardy .
Perennials, Shrubs, Alpines Professional & Friendly Service
Open March to November: Local Reliabl¢ Tradesman
Hours: Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Qualified & Insured
Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays . .
throughout the year Free Delivery - 7'Day Service

10.00am to 4.00pm
Other times by appointment.
Tel: 01926 812737

www.bridge-nursery.co.uk Phone JAMIE STRINGER

Flat Pack Assembly Service

Follow our brown tourist sign at
Napton crossroads on the A425
Southam to Daventry Road

on
Mob: 07900431644
Home: 01926245700

W.GOODWIN & SONS LOCKE & ENGLAND
; W4 FcTioNzERS € vALGERS
Funeral Directors .
Auction Sales
Est, 1895 & Valuatlons
38, Coventry Street, Southam |
Warks, CV47 OEP
Tek 01926 812445 e i
Email: wgoodwin(@dasurf.net Cal o & ee ny ablgation cllecion
quote or email info@leauction.co.uk
: SALE ENTRIES INVITED
Private Chapels of Rest
. 2 12 Guy Street, Leamington Spa, CV32 4RT
Monumental Service provided f i

01926 889 100 www.leauction.co.uk



http://www.bridge-nursery.co.uk/

Advertising Rates per Issue:

AS page size 1/4
Greyscale £6.50
Colour £13.00

AS page size 1/2
Greyscale £13.00
Colour £26.00

AS page size Full
Greyscale £26.00
Colour £52.00

50% discount for 6 or
more consecutive issues.

C PULLIN & SON

Monumental Masons

Five generations of quality
manufacturing
and service from a family
business.
All aspects of monumental
Masonry

Showroom at 19A High Street,
Leamington Spa, CV31 3AW
01926 426435
www.pullinsmemorials.co.uk
contact@pullinsmemorials.co.uk

Fuelliné" .

il J Heating i Fuel
& AgaFuel b4 / Tanks

homes, farms

& busmesses,.;
- SINCE 1927=""

ﬁ Diesel & Lubricants
Gas Oil & Additives

Tel: 01675437557 | www.rix.co.uk | midlands@rix.co.uk


mailto:contact@pullinsmemorials.co.uk

Carpets, Vinyl flooring, Karndean,
Blinds and Curtains.

Free quotes and advice.
Professional installation.

Quality, Value & Service since 1979.

01926 814944

www.southamcarpets.co.uk
39 Coventry St. SOUTHAM CV47 OEP

Many thanks to all those who have already contributed towards
the cost of producing Stockton's News
it is great to have your support.

If you wish to make a donation you can do so by Bank Transfer to -
Account: Stocktons News Sort Code: 40-42-15

Acc. No. 91456652 Reference it Donation
Cash/Cheque in envelope addressed to Stockton’s News to -
Steve Kittendorf - The Limes, Marion Stringer - 12 George Street

Wendy Rumsey - 1 St. Michael’s Crescent.
The magazine is run entirely by volunteers

and any surplus monies are used for the benefit of the village.

Click on the link for this month's magazine.

http://stocktonsnews.org.uk



mailto:stephenw26268@googlemail.com
http://stocktonsnews.org.uk/

Contents

Archives . . ... ... ... ... .. 28
Church . . . ... ... ... .. ..., 8
County/District Councillor . .. . . . .. .15
First Stockton Scouts . . . . . . ... ... 24
Garden Jottings . . . . ... ... ... 22
Local Events . . . ... ........ 11
Parish Council . . .. ... ... .. .. 14
Pétanque . . . . ... ... ... 26
Stockton Juniors . . . .. ... ... ... 27
Village Hall . ... ......... ... 23
Village Matters . . . . ... ... ... .12
Weather Station . . . . .. ... .. .... 13
WL o .20
Who’sWho . . . ... ... ... 10

Locations of Defibrillators and Bleed Packs
Telephone Box, The Square
&

Football Club House, Napton Road
Stop the Bleed Pack - For use in a catastrophic bleed and does not contain
normal first aid items like plasters etc.
Dial 999
and they talk you through how to apply tourniquet and wound dressings.
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Regular Weekly Village Events
Monday :~

Knit & Natter: Church ~ 2 - 4pm
Tuesday :~

Create & Play: Church 9.30 - 11.00 am ~ (Term Time)

Cubs & Scouts: Stockton Scout Hut 6.45pm - 8pm (Term Time)
Clubbercise: Village Hall ~ 7.30 - 8.30pm

Wednesday :~

Chess Club: Nelson Club ~ 5.30 - 7.30pm - 6th & 20th

Lazy Cat Yoga: Village Hall ~ 7.30 - 9.00pm

Thursday :~
Seated Chair Exercises: Village Hall ~ 11am - 12 Noon - Open to all

Afternoon Bingo ~ Nelson Club ~ Doors open 1.30pm Eyes Down ~ 2.00pm
Beavers: Stockton Scout Hut 6.15pm - 7.30pm (Term Time)

Friday :~
Toddlersaurs: Village Hall ~ 9.45- 11.15am (Term Time)
W.I. Craft Morning: Football Club ~ 10 - 12noon

Saturday :~
Bingo: Eyes down 8.00pm ~ Nelson Club (Top Room)

Regular Monthly Village Events

Monday

Women’s Institute: 1st Monday of Month ~ Village Hall ~ 7.30pm ~ 4th
Parish Council Meetings: *A.G.M.’s ~ Village Hall ~ 7.00pm* ~ 18th
Tuesday

Brewed Awakening: Nelson Club ~ 10.00am - 12.30pm ~ 5th & 19th
Folk Night: Last Tuesday of the month ~ Nelson Club ~ 7.30pm
Wednesday

Friends Lunch: Every 2nd Wed ~ The Crown ~ 12.30pm ~ 13th

Church Lunch: Every 3rd Wednesday ~ 12noon

Friday

Quiz Night: 7.00pm ~Village Hall ~ 8th

Community Singing Group: Village Hall - 6.30pm ~ Every 1st & 3rd Friday
Saturday

Coffee Morning & Library:1st Sat ~ 10am - 12Noon ~ Village Hall ~ 2nd
Whist Drive: Every 2nd Sat ~ Village Hall ~ 7.30pm ~ 9th

Stockton Cinema: Every last Saturday ~ Village Hall ~ 7.00pm ~ 30th
Pétanque Melee ~ F.C. & C.C. ~ All Welcome ~ 2.00pm ~ 3rd

*%%%* Race Night - Village Hall ~ 7pm ~ £5 incl. light supper ~ 28th ****




STOCKTON CHURCH
METHODIST AND ANGLICANS IN' UNITY

The Bridges Group of Parishes www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk
email:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk. Tel:01926 812383
THE 3™ 10™ May 17" May | 24™ May | 31% May
BRIDGES May Rogation Easter 7 Pentecost | Trinity
GROUP Easter white white red white
5
white
Morming | Evensong Holy
PRIORS Worship | 5pm Comm
HARDWICK | 9-00am BCP 9am
%om}ilt}g Morning Holy
orship | Worship Comm
PRIORS
MARSTON 10.30am {10 30am 1CW
0.30am
CW Holy
Comm
WORM- Bishop
LEIGHTON Sophie
*11am*
Holy Family Evensong | ‘The
Comm Service Gathering’
NAPTON CW Spm 10.30am
10.30am 10.30am
Morning | Holy Methodist
Worship | Comm Gathering
STOCKTON 10.30am | Methodist at
Tradition Warwick
10.30am
BCP Holy
LOWER Comm
SHUCK- Bishop
BURGH Sophie
*9am*

Thursday 14" May, 6pm, Ascension Day: Songs of Praise, venue tbhc

24" May Pentecost Holy Communion services will be led by Sophie, Bishop
of Coventry. Please note the times*.

BCP — Book of Common Prayer CW — Common Worship


mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk

THE BRIDGES GROUP NOTICE BOARD

LOWER SHUCKBURGH, NAPTON , STOCKTON
PRIORS MARSTON, PRIORS HARDWICK & WORMLEIGHTON

Programme for Children and Youth

Create & Play: Tuesday mornings from 9.30 — 10.45am (term times) in
Stockton Church — for further details, contact: Deborah Dutton on 01926
819016 or deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com

Babies & Toddlers Group: Monday mornings from 9.30 — 11am (term
times) in Napton Village Hall — for further details, contact: Helen Eadon on
07811 010440

Messy Church — on 3" Sundays of the month at 4pm — venues TBC

Mid-week programme for Adults - Home Bible Study Groups
The following groups meet for Bible study, prayer and fellowship to pray for
our communities. 4 groups are in person, or 1 is online. If you would like to
join, please contact the Group leader below:

Every Tuesday online at 6.15 Zoom Katie 07965 209075
Every Wednesday at 8pm in Stockton Wendy 01926 812694
1 & 3" Thursdays at 2.30pm in Stockton Jan 01926 817991
Every Thursday at 8pm in Napton Julia 01926 811476
Weekly (day varies) at 7.30pm in Napton Angie 01926 812225

Social get-togethers
Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2pm in Stockton Church Jan 01926 817991
Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2pm in Napton Jayne 01926 813227
Coffee & Chat: 1* Thursdays at 10am in Priors Hall Anna 07870 685124

Parish enquiries

For initial enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals and graveyard
matters etc, please contact Susan, our Group Administrator, on 01926
812383 or email: admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk. Please note that Susan
works part-time but she will get back to you as quickly as she can.

www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk



mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk

WHO’S WHO

Chairman
Clerk
Councillors

Parish Council

District/County Councillor
Member of Parliament

St. Michaels

Howard Collerson 813181

Robbie Robinson 814094
John Emberton 814267
Helen Kittendorf 815376
Chris Millidge 812991
Terry Warner 813424
Richard Rumsey 813730
Wendy Rumsey 813730
Andy Crump 815745
Jeremy Wright 01926 853650

Priest in Charge

Administrator ~ Susan Holloway 812383
Church Warden =~ Wendy Turner 812694
Church Flowers ~ Wendy Turner 812694
Village Hall Bookings Helen Kittendorf 07902775078
Stockton School Head Teacher Mrs. A. Bedgood 812483
Little Acorns 813789
Toddlersaurs Becca Makepeace 07733107197

Group Scout Leader/Scouts
Cubs
Beavers

President
Secretary

Women’s Institute

Football
Football Club House
Magazine Editorial Team

Advertising Editor
Magazine Treasurer

Jo Brough 07568 653158
Toby Leeman 07866 563301
Jo Brough 07568 653158
Sue Gill 07502207380
Joan Ford 810220
Rick Musson 813018
Luke Cole 07710 864192
Wendy Rumsey 813730
Marion Stringer 812887

Steve Kittendorf 07706155358
Steve Kittendorf 07706155358
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LOCAL EVENTS

Events and News from Our Neighbouring Villages

Southam Gardening Club v

f

thesouthamgardeningclub.blogspot.co.uk

Tel: 01926 813986 or 815086.

Roger Umpleby will give an illustrated talk on ‘Growing Vegetables
at 7.30pm on Monday 18" May
at the Communal Hall, Tithe Lodge, Little Park, off Park Lane, Southam.

Also a Plant Sale with many bargains.
All are welcome. Non-members £4.50.

Refreshments, from 7.15pm, included.
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VILLAGE MATTERS

= To have your news included please e
Contact by email - stocktons.news@gmail.com
or by hard copy to Editorial Team

DBaLBBDDDDDDDBDLDDD.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthday wiahes for May go to Jon Howard

To include birthdays/anniversary please contact magazine.
Tel: 01926 813730/812887 or email before 15th of month

DDDDBDDDDDBDDLDDDDYD

We are sorry to report that Martin Robinson has passed away. Martin, who
lived for many a year in Tuckwell Close was our predecessor as editor of
Stockton News.

Mobile Library
Stockton Church 2.10 - 2.30pm 8th May
For further information, ring Mobile Library enquiries on
01926 851031 or Mobile Library on-line at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
mobilelibraries.

Refuse & Recycling
Food Waste - weekly Grey Lid Bin - 3 weekly - 8th & 29th

Blue Lid Bin & Green Bin - 2 weekly - 1st, 15th & 29th
Missed Bins Tel: 01789 260616

Southam Pharmacy: 4 Market Hill, CV47 OHE Tel: 812287
Opening Hours:- Mon - Friday 8.30am - 6.15pm Sat 9.00am - 5pm

Wheelchair Short-term Loan:-
Stockton Church - 812383
) Stockton’s News - 813730/812887
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New Date for Stockton Charity Cup Final

Stockton Charity Cup Final will be played on

Friday 15™ May 2026, Kick Off 6.30pm
St Johns Fisher v Coventry Colliery
From the Saturday Coventry Alliance League

£3.00 On the Gate, Children Free
Free Car Parking

In Aid of Myton Hospice, Zoe's Place and Cancer Research
Clubhouse Open for BBQ and Bar Sales

STOCKTON’S WEATHER 7
STATION

MARCH 2026

Headlines - No air frosts this month, quite rare for spring months.
In March the average minimum temperature was 4.8 deg. C, about one
and a half a degrees above the average ( 3.2 deg. C.). The lowest temperature
was 0.4 deg.C on the 29th. The average maximum temperature was 12.7
deg. C, two degrees above the average ( 10.6 deg.C.). The highest tempera-
ture was 19.4 deg. C on the 31st. Rainfall was 17.5 mm, only 40% of the
average of 46 mm.The wettest day was 12th with 8 mm, dealt half the total
for the month and it only rained on 8 days. Sunshine levels have very close
to the average for March. Winds blew mostly from the west, south-west and
south (21 days).

Trivia of the month - March is the driest month of the year locally and
this year we only had 17.5mm, about 40% of the March average rainfall.

The weather monitor
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STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings held every 3rd Monday in Village Hall 7.15pm.
Full copies of approved minutes available from Clerk to Parish Council
Mr. W.J. Robinson Tel: 01926 814094 or
website .www.stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk

These are informal notes only - for full record please refer to the authorised
minutes on our website.

APRIL 2026 MEETING
County and District Council Matters: Cllr. Crump confirmed that the
County Council had included £1.5M in their capital programme budget to
enable a Stockton crossroads to be redesigned. He is also organising a
Road Safety Audit that will cover the road between Stockton crossroads
and Napton crossroads. The Stratford Housing Land Supply figure has
now dropped to 2.21 years following reassessment of some housing
schemes. This equates to a figure of 3,500 - 4,000 homes to get the supply
back to the 5 year level.

Planning Matters: 25/02970 and 25/03138 - Variation of conditions and
reserved matters for land off Jubilee Fields. The parish council supported
these two applications.

Village Facilities: Member of the Stockton Road Safety Group attended
to inform the parish council of their current activities. Postal deliveries:
some villagers have complained at the variability of postal deliveries. If
evidence can be found from villagers then the parish council will raise this
matter with our MP or Ofcom. If you have any concerns please raise these
with any parish councillor.

South Warwickshire Local Plan: following the consultation process on the
Preferred Options the results have been summarised in a report found on
swip@stratford-dc-gov.uk. Most of the comments relate to the lack of
infrastructure to support the level of growth proposed, the effect on the
environment and biodiversity, and health impacts from increased pollution
and loss of green spaces. These results will help in drafting policies for the
next stage which is the final consultation phase before the Local Plan is
submitted to the government for examination.

Next Meeting: This will be the Annual Parish Meeting starting at 7pm on
Monday 18 May followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.

Howard Collerson (Chairman)
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News From Andy Crump

WCC Councillor for Southam, Stockton & Napton
SDC Councillor for Southam Central and East and Stockton

Mobile: 07771335273 - cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk
andrew.crump@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Local Councillor update for Stockton News— May 26
Thank you is a word that seems to have gone out of fashion for many people,
so [ would like to thank all the voluntary organisations and volunteers who
make the Stockton Community a great place to live in, (especially Marion
and Wendy who remind me to produce this update every month for
Stockton’s News). I would like to mention those, too, who have been
nominated for the villager of the year award
Sarah Lloyd- Moss
Stewart the Postman
Dorne Jones
Helen & Terry Warner
(Apologies If I’ve missed anyone)
News
The Richborough Homes application is still being assessed — I and the PC
are watching this carefully
Stockton Crossroads — the initial design and speed survey work has now
been completed and I am awaiting further update.
Resurfacing on the hill — this is likely to take place towards the end of the
financial year — again I’'m watching this carefully
Road safety audit — this will be carried this financial year from the
crossroads as far as Napton crossroads
HS2 road closure — there will be a daytime road closure of the A425,
between 9.30 am and 3.30pm M-F and between 7am-2pm on Sat & Sun from
5/5/26 to 31/5/26 with overnight temporary traffic lights
I regularly visit the village for differing reasons and sometimes am joined by
a WCC Highways officer to look at various issues, including potholes !!
Fire and Rescue — the latest average response times (March 26) was 6
minutes 58 seconds — a significant improvement on the times prior to the
resourcing to risk implementation.
In one of my recent reports [ mentioned the parable of doubting Thomas,
then hey presto we had complaints about the 4way traffic lights on the
roundabout north of Southam. Here are a few facts.
I share residents’ frustrations re the above but I would also like to point
out some misinformation about the recent works by the roundabout
North of Southam.

It wasn’t an emergency — yes it was, THERE WAS A BURST WATER
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MAIN. Contractors have to satisfy WCC of the need to close roads or
install temporary traffic lights before they are issued a permit to work
on the Highway.
Some residents lost supplies and STW also had to use tankering.
Nobody has worked on days — NOT TRUE — just because there is no-
one working there, when you go by on the odd occasion, doesn’t mean
to say no-one is doing anything. On Good Friday, I came past them
working at 11.45pm (when a lot of people were tucked up in bed) and
works were continuing.
The hole is not on the carriageway so why the need for 4way traffic
lights — during the late 2000s and early 2010s, there was a sharp
increase in the amount of roadworkers being killed or seriously injured
whilst working on the Highways. The Government recognised this and
brought in robust new national safety measures to protect the workers.
This is something I FULLY Support and I believe is totally necessary. |
certainly wouldn’t like to be working on the edge of a carriageway, with
lorries, only a few feet away from me, speeding past.
I also appreciate that the delays could impact on appointments, but [
tend to allow extra time in case of things such as this or the need to find
somewhere to park, the latter often being problematic at hospitals. We
were ‘lucky’ that the EMERGENCY happened in the school holidays,
as the delays could have been far worse.
I liaised with WCC to ensure that STW expedited the works as quickly
as possible.
The only real criticism [ would levy, would be about communication as
I think STW could have put something out to explain the situation. I’ve
asked WCC to raise that point with them.

SDC News

SYHLS - 5§ YEAR HOUSING LAND SUPPLY, position has
deteriorated

SDC has published a new 5 year housing land supply position. Stratford DC
can now only demonstrate a 2.21 years deliverable housing supply at a
base date of 31st March 2025. Residents may be aware that SDC was
previously reliant on the appeal derived figure of 2.74 years supply, at a
base date of 31st March 2024.

Basically, it means the balance has been tilted in favour of developers,
if they prove that their proposals are sustainable. Objectors will have
to produce strong evidence to show that the developments harm
outweighs its benefits (one being a contribution to the SYHLS).

In a report to SDC’s Cabinet tomorrow (13/4/26) it says it is not possible to
quantify a precise level of additional supply to regain a 5 year supply, it
may be in the region of 3,500-4,000 homes.
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The report also states that a project initiated to boost SDC’s SYHLS is
designed to maximise the likelihood of SDC, by Summer 2027 being able
to demonstrate it had a supply of deliverable housing sites as at 31/3/27 of
in excess of 5 years.....

Therefore the next 12-18 months may be challenging around the
number of planning applications SDC receives.

A recent Stratford Herald article (26/3/26) was headlined ¢ SDC
flooded with plans for 10,000 homes’ — SDC Cllr Cowcher said the
10,000 or so planning applications currently in the pipeline were right
across the Stratford district — with ‘clusters’ around Stratford,
Shipston, Wellesbourne and SOUTHAM.

Brewery grant funding

Windmill Hill Brewery & Taproom in Leamington Spa has the problem
for 4/5/6 boosted energy efficiency thanks to support from the Business
Energy Advice Service. Upgrades funded through a Warwickshire County
Council grant will help cut costs and reduce emissions.

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7541/
warwickshire-brewery-receives-grant-funding-to-improve-efficiency-and-
lower-functional-costs

Spring update from Warwickshire Country Parks

The Warwickshire Country Parks Spring Update is almost here! Get
seasonal highlights from our country parks and greenways straight to your
inbox, from upcoming events for all ages to conservation news and wildlife
to spot. Read past editions and sign up: countryparks.warwickshire.gov.uk/
newsletter

Crime Victim survey 2026

Have you been affected by crime?

Share your experience to help shape a better justice system. https://
www.tonic.org.uk/victimsurvey2026

Occupational Therapy exhibition in Rugby

‘Strike A Light — The Art and Science of Occupational Therapy’ opens 14
April at Rugby Art Gallery & Museum.

The first UK exhibition of its kind, it will explore how OT helps people of
all ages live independent, meaningful lives through art, science and lived
experience.

Find out more: https://www.ragm.co.uk/floor-one-gallery

Grit and Grace: An afternoon of talks on the Regency Era

Heritage and Culture Warwickshire are celebrating the opening of their new
exhibition Warwick Castle Unboxed with a range of talks and workshops
this May and June.

Discover more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7544/grit-
and-grace-an-afternoon-of-talks-on-the-regency-era
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Shout mental health support service 1 (Facebook and Instagram)

Are you feeling low or struggling to cope? Text the word CWHOPE to
85258 for support. Shout’s mental health professionals are available 24/7
and can help if you are feeling stressed, isolated, or low.

Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust have partnered with
Shout to offer free and confidential text support to anyone in Coventry and
Warwickshire.

How many smoke alarms do you have?

Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service, as part of the Fire Kills campaign,
is asking people to make sure they fit smoke alarms on every level of their
home and to test them regularly.

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7357/how-
many-smoke-alarms-do-you-have-

Warning signs before an electrical fire starts

With so many electrical appliances in our homes, it's crucial to stay vigilant
and follow simple safety tips to prevent fires. [J[]

Log highways issues and report feedback

Warwickshire County Council has launched a new platform to support the
way customers can report a highways problem or log customer feedback
through its website.

Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4953/updates
-to-the-way-customers-log-highways-issues-and-report-feedback
Reporting highways issues — or let me know !!
cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Council is urging residents to report any Highways
faults that they encounter while driving or walking in the county via its
website.

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4085/
warwickshire-county-council-encourages-residents-to-report-road-issues
Cost of Living Support - SDC
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/benefits-support/cost-of-living-support.cfm
Recycling — good news
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/news/index.cfm/current/1/item/138740
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/online-forms/missed-bin-report-form.cfm
PAVEMENT PARKING/PARK IT RIGHT - the excuse, I won’t be
long isn’t sufficient — it only takes a few seconds for a collision to occur.
THINK ABOUT OTHERS NOT JUST YOURSELF

Every week, I get reports of some terrible parking — with cars blocking
pavements (especially dropped kerbs), making it impossible for people
with mobility scooters or with push chairs to get by, without going into
the road. In some cases, too, emergency services vehicles (particularly
fire appliances) would struggle to pass. PLEASE THINK OF OTHER
PEOPLE, NOT JUST YOURSELF
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PLEASE REPORT ANY ASB, however trivial it may seem. Small
incidents can lead to bigger ones, so better to stop them before they
escalate .Also, the more calls/incidents the Police have, the sooner they
will realise there is a problem in a certain area. PLEASE ALSO ENSURE
YOUR PROPERTY AND CAR IS LOCKED AND SECURE.

Reporting out of hours highways issues can be challenging, the best
number for that is 01926 415000.

streetlighting@warwickshire.gov.uk or 01926 412515 (not all are
currently owned by WCC — some owned by town or parish council.)
https://www.fixmystreet.com/reports/Warwickshire

It is worth noting for future reference that anything immediately dangerous
on the highway should be reported direct to the Police on 999, which is the
same process for any pressing issue Out of Hours.

During normal office hours - 8:30am to 4:30pm, WCC call centre is best
on 01926 412515

Councillor groans -

I once had a race with someone through Scandinavia, I made it to
Sweden but didn’t quite cross the Finnish line!

Got hit today by a truck carrying Omega 3 tablets. Thankfully my injuries
are only Super Fish Oil.

Got fired from the skin cream factory. They simply gave me my E45
My friend rang me and asked me what [ was doing. I said, “Probably
failing my driving test.”

My mate said I bet you can't tell me what Napoleon's Nationality
was...I replied Cors I can

I'm getting annoyed with people moaning about the cost of things. £2.50

for a coffee, £1.75 for a tea, £2.25 for a cupcake. If [ hear any more
complaints I'll stop inviting people round.

Andy
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WOMENS INSTITUTE
\
%ﬁ W Meeting 7.30pm at Village Hall first Monday of Month %ﬁ W
President:- Sue Gill Tel: 0750 2207380

Vomen3 Secretary: Joan Ford Tel: 01926 810220 Noment

Institutcilinstitute Institutcilinstitutg

Joan opened our April meeting welcoming the members and we all sang
Jerusalem.

Joan then went through the matters arising and new events including an
Enamelling Workshop in May, a Machine Sewing workshop in June and a
Bingo Evening at Willoughby WI.

The Bulb Scheme booklet was available for members to browse through and
order any bulbs if wanted.

Joan then explained for the benefit of new members that the money raised
from our competitions would go to our charity of the year, the Air
Ambulance.

For those gardeners in the village the WI Plant Stall will be outside the
village hall on the first Saturday in May. Later this year we will once again
be involved in the running of the Produce Show during Festival weekend and
the scarecrow trail so lots going on over the next few months.

Joan then introduced our speaker for the evening, Clare Louise whose
interesting talk was “The Art of Listening to Yourself”. Clare Louise is an
award winning art photographer being in the top 1% of the industry, and at
some point in her career something in her changed as to how she took her
pictures and her approach to creativity. She explained how she became a
creative coach helping photographers and artists to overcome their fears and
blocks to live authentically. Her talk was certainly thought provoking. Clare
comes from Stockton and it was lovely for the ladies who knew her to have a
catch up after the talk.

We then enjoyed the refreshments whilst doing a table quiz. Our next
meeting will be Monday 4th May 2026 at 7.30 pm at the Village Hall. The
speaker for the evening is Christine Farmer on Let’s All Go to the Music Hall
(don’t forget to wear your decorated hats).

The competition is a Handmade Book marker (the winner of which will go
forward to the Group competition).

CLARE-LOUISE

Identity-led business & leadership coach for creative women

“My work didn’t begin with coaching. It began with creativity... and finding
a way back to fully express and experience myself as the woman I could feel
inside.”

Clare-Louise’s journey started in her late twenties while working nights as a

nurse in secure hospital units. Life was full, raising two young boys, carrying
responsibility ... yet something inside her felt distant. Then she picked up a
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camera.
“That was the first time I really felt like I could fully experience myself.”
Photography became more than a skill. It became a way of seeing the world
differently ... and of understanding people more deeply. Over the following
years, Clare-Louise built a successful photography business, won
international awards, and eventually became CEO of an international
photographic association. But her story didn’t begin there.

“I grew up in Stockton. For a long time, I didn’t see people like me doing
things on a global stage. It felt like those worlds belonged to someone else.”
And yet, years later, she found herself travelling the world ... judging
international competitions, building a studio, and standing on stages as far
away as China, speaking about creativity and the inner life behind it. “When
I look back, the question isn’t ‘how did I get there?’... it’s ‘what changed in
how I saw myself? *” That curiosity became a turning point.

Instead of focusing on external success, Clare-Louise began exploring
something deeper ... how identity shapes what we believe is possible. “I
realised that the biggest limitations weren’t outside of me. They were in what
I believed I was allowed to do, to be, to create.”

This insight didn’t just change her career ... it changed the direction of her
work entirely. “I saw incredibly talented people holding themselves back.
Not because they lacked skill, because they couldn’t see, and if they could
see - believe, in what was possible for them.”

Her focus shifted from what people were doing... to who they were being as
creators of their lives and businesses and how they experienced themselves.
“My biggest breakthroughs never came from learning more techniques. They
came from understanding myself ... and clearing what was getting in the
way.”

Today, Clare-Louise works with women, many already successful in their
own fields. who feel they’ve outgrown parts of their lives or work. “On the
outside, everything can look right. But inside, something feels like it no
longer fits”. Her approach is simple, but not always easy. “I don’t believe
women need fixing. Most already know who they are ... they just haven’t
fully given themselves permission to live, lead, create from that place yet.”
Through her work, she helps them reconnect with that inner clarity and
creative intelligence so their life and work begin to feel aligned again. “When
someone returns to themselves, everything shifts, their confidence, their
decisions, their relationships, even their work.”

At the heart of what she shares is a message she wishes more people could
hear ... especially those growing up in places where the world can feel
smaller than it really is. “We often think our lives are defined by where we
come from. By who we think we are or what we are currently experiencing.
But they’re shaped by what we believe is possible for us.”
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For Clare-Louise, that belief didn’t come all at once. It grew through
curiosity. “I didn’t set out with a big plan. I got curious... about myself,
about what I was capable of, about what might be possible if I stopped
holding myself back.” That curiosity opened doors she didn’t even know
existed. And now, her work is about helping others do the same. “More is
available to us than we think - not because we become someone else, because
we start allowing ourselves to be more of who we already are.”

For Clare-Louise, the most meaningful part of her work is still simple:
“Watching someone reconnect with who they really are... and seeing what
becomes possible from there.”

P GARDEN JOTTINGS
1?@# from Bridge Nursery - your local Hardy Plant Specialists é/
zft‘: O A

Christine Dakin, Bridge Nursery, Tomlow Road, Napton.
Tel:01926 812737 www.bridge-nursery.co.uk

Y4 mile from Crossroads Garage — look for our Tourist Sign

MAY

What does the Chelsea Flower Show mean to you? Eye-wateringly
expensive tickets, crowds, celebrities and up-market garden accessories or
the best of new gardens and plants? There is a kind of kudos to be able to
say that you are going to Chelsea. It’s an experience I’m pleased to have had
but I’d rather go to one of the smaller shows such as Malvern.

Many years ago there was the Festival of Gardening held at Westonbirt
Arboretum. It was on for three months, there was a maximum allowance of
£20.000 to create a show garden. There was a wonderful range of quirky
conceptual gardens as well as more traditional ones. It was a beautiful
setting and no crowds. Sadly it wasn’t repeated.

Meanwhile, back in the real world there are things to be done:

Bedding plants and dahlias can go out later in the month, house plants might
need fresh compost and a larger pot, sow sweet corn, hardy cucumbers,
dwarf French beans, more peas/mange tout, and lettuce, and, as always,
there might be a weed or two to remove before it self seeds everywhere.

Christine
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STOCKTON VILLAGE HALL
§ | Bookings - Helen Kittendorf Tel: 07902 775078
email: helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk
Hourly Rate £10

Spring has definitely arrived and it’s time to get out and about and enjoy all
the activities the village has to offer.
We now have a bank card reader so are able to take credit card payments at
Coffee Morning and are currently working on a new website where you will
be able to find the most up-to-date information on all our events and
activities throughout the year — we will share the details once it is up and
running.
Our weekly / bi-weekly events are scheduled as followed:

Seated Chair Exercise Class — every Thursday at 11am

Community Singing Group — 1* and 3" Friday in the month
Our monthly events are scheduled as followed:

Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 2" from 10am-midday

Quiz Night is on Friday 8" starting at 7pm

Whist Drive is on Saturday 9™ at 7.30pm

Lunch Club is on Wednesday 13™ at 12.30pm at The Crown

Cinema Night is on Saturday 30™ starting at 7pm — supper is

available from 6.30pm

We are holding a virtual Race Night on Friday 29" May at 7pm —
join us for an evening of fun and see if your ‘horse’ wins one of the
races. It costs £5, which includes a light supper — bring your own
drinks and 50p’s to place your bets! Booking is essential so please
contact Helen to reserve your place.
Don’t forget to hold the date! Our 80™ Anniversary Celebration will take
place on Sunday 12" July — we will be hosting an Afternoon Tea and have
great entertainment lined up. More information will be provided in June’s
edition of Stockton’s News, but you can reserve your place now!
Other events planned, include a Murder Mystery Evening on Friday 23"
October, Christmas Wreath or Table Decoration Making on Saturday
5™ December (time to be confirmed) and our annual panto which this year
is Aladdin on Wednesday 30th December.
Thank you for your continued support and use of the Village Hall - we hope
to see you very soon at one of our events.

The Village Hall Trustees and Management Committee
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1st Stockton Scout Group
’\Q" Group Scout Leader: Jo Brough  Tel: 07568 653158
Sc gut s email: GSL.Stockton@LeamingtonScouts.org.uk/
Ist.Stockton.Scouts@gmail.com

On March 14™ 1* Stockton had a very exciting day out, we took all groups
of Beavers, Cubs & Scouts and headed to The National Space Centre in
Leicestershire.

We split off into our respective sections and had a really incredible day of
fun and learning. We all enjoyed climbing the 42 meter high Rocket tower,
and enjoying all of the immersive experiences on offer, including space
artefacts, real space suits, including the one worn by Tim Peake in 2015, and
more practical experiments such as seeing how likely they would be to get
space sickness, and what would you eat in space.

At the very top of the tower there was the opportunity to talk to astronauts
from space command, and then swap and be the astronauts, communicating
with HQ from space. We also got the chance to step back in time to
November 1969, and see what the world looked and felt like when Neil
Armstrong first stepped foot on The Moon.

We all jumped into the spacecraft simulator ‘Tetrastar Spaceport’ for a
rescue mission to Mars, full of excitement and even a crash landing!

We were all in agreement that the highlight of the day was The Sir Patrick
Moore Planetarium, with its 360 degree immersive dome experience, we
were taken all the way back to the start of time, and got a firsthand view of
The Big Bang.

We all came away with our heads crammed full of space facts and
knowledge, did you know that not only has a dog been in space, but so has a
tortoise??

A really wonderful day out of fun, friendship & learning for all of our young
people, and if we are honest, for our leaders too!
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A JOURNEY TO MARS
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k Chair — Catherine Black
Sto C ton Administrator — John Emberton
/
Club Captain — Rich Rushton
(& anque

www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk

April Report for Stocktons News

Our new terrain was fully used over the Easter weekend, with 32 players
for the April melee and 32 pairs for the Easter Monday Charity
competition.

The melee was won by Sarah Jerger with an impressive +32 from her three
rounds - a fitting result for her special birthday celebrations.

Our Easter Monday Charity Pairs was dominated by our friends and juniors
from Whitnash, and raised £400 for our charities — Myton Hospice and
Alzheimers. The star Stockton players were Alfie Potter who narrowly lost
the Gold final playing with Charlie Woodward, and Becky & Richard
Rushton who were Bronze winners.

Six Stockton players competed in the National competition to select the
England team for the World Championships, and all put up great
performances against the best teams in England. The heroes were Rich
Rushton and Alfie Potter who had six wins from 10 games and finished
11™ from 28 teams. Well done to them.

Stockton’s Winter League ended on 28™ March with Steve Neale in the
lead with 99 points just ahead of Sarah Jerger on 95, followed by Catherine
Black on 88.

The annual Singles League started on 10™ January 2026 and after 10
weeks, Steve Neale is in the lead with 9 wins.

The next Open Melee will be on 3" May with a 2.00pm start. Everyone
is welcome and we will provide the boules and tuition on the rules.

26



http://www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk

@ "4
- !
STOCKTON JUNIORS a @

i i,
il

i mm:mu

i %%‘l‘n‘n'ﬁ‘n\‘:fhni i i i T i lﬂ’"’:’:’:’:’:’:’,’,’,’,’,’,’:’,’l’l’l’l’l

‘\“\e\\\\\\\\\\\ LI |||l|“||||l“!ll llllllllllllllllll M 2 il ’ lm"l"' i

(YBLUE :
\l\\\\\\\\\\\\\ \\l\\l\l\l\lll\ll G ':lllllllliﬁlﬂl"l""

I i
g L

April Round-Up — Stockton Juniors

What a month it’s been for our Stockton Juniors!

April has seen the return to training and matchdays on our grass pitches,
plenty of fantastic performances, big wins, huge development and brilliant
teamwork right across the age groups.

We’re proud to have a fantastic range of junior teams for both boys and girls,
giving young players the chance to learn, develop and enjoy their football in
a positive environment.

We’ve also celebrated cup success, with two of our junior teams lifting
trophies and creating memories to last a lifetime.

As the season begins to draw to a close, our focus now turns to summer
tournaments and Presentation Day... bring on the sunshine, medals and more
special moments!

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our latest Facebook posts for club updates and
to find out how you can be part of not just our club, but our community.
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Stockton’s Arehibes

HILDA GARDNER’S MEMORIES

These are extract’s from the memoir of Hilda Gardner
and have been taken from her full memoir by kind
permission of her grandson, Barry Fitchett.

Hilda (nee Kenning) was the wife of Charles Gardner
and in the later part of their lives lived at the bungalow * .
at the top of Elm Row (The Batory). Hilda 1999
Part Two

Cooking was done in an iron fire-grate with an oven to one side and a water
boiler at the other. This was black leaded every day and for best results it
was done before the fire was lit. There was no getting up in the morning and
switching on the kettle to boil, we had to wait for the fire to burn and then
boil the water. The ashes from the coal were tipped in a heap up the garden
and collected every half-year by the Council, An overflowing lavatory
bucket was often emptied in this pile. Our coal was brought from the
Cement Firm and cost twenty-two shillings for a ton. We kept a pig for the
house, in a sty up the garden, almost every house kept a pig and most
Sundays you could see neighbours visiting each sty to discuss whose pig
was the largest.

It was very hot during the summer and made hotter by having to use a coal
fire for cooking, we eventually had a three burner paraftin oil stove which
had an oven on top, paraffin cost fourpence ha'penny a gallon.

Chas was moved from the quarries to the boiler house where he worked
shifts and he could also get in some overtime. Every three months or so the
boilers had to be cleaned out and de-scaled, this meant him crawling on his
knees, on a wet sack, into the boiler. It was a very hot job but it meant an
extra thirty shillings, which would go towards buying extras such as coal.
Sometimes he would get an extra job emptying a truckload of coal, about ten
tons, and was paid three pence a ton to shovel it out.

Everyday, morning, midday and teatime, a hooter would blow at the works,
to announce time from work-dinner-end of work, we would say, "There goes
the bull." It sounded more like a bull bellowing than a 'hooter' Each
dinnertime too, children would 'take dinners' to men who couldn't get home
for their meal. The children would get six-pence a week but as years went by
probably three-pence a day. They did this during their own dinnertime from
school. The men's dinners; meat and vegetables, would be in a basin, and a

28



shallow dish on top of it contained the pudding, this was topped by a plate
and the whole thing was then tied up in a cloth.

I never saw the sea, or had a holiday, until I was twenty-two. We decided to
take Brenda to see it when she was around twelve months old, but how were
we to find the money? Well, instead of buying one pig for the house we
bought two at fifteen shillings (75p) each, the idea being to sell one when it
was large enough and so provide the holiday money. We sold it for ten
pounds. Chas was allowed a week off work but without pay and we booked
a bed and breakfast holiday on the Isle of Wight and set off by train. Our
landlady cooked any food we brought and we managed to see quite a few
places of interest such as Osborne House and over the ferry to East Cowes.
Luckily we had a return train ticket because we were spent out of money at
the end of the week. However, on arriving home we found our kitchen table
full of groceries, kindly bought for us by Chas's Mother. I don't think many
folk will have had a week's holiday at the seaside for ten pounds.

THE W.I.

The Women'’s Institute was started in Stockton around 1930 and the
meetings were held in the room above Wilks's grocery shop. Whist drives
and weddings were also held there. I was a W.I. member for around thirty
years, and President for about eight. [ often wonder why I left off going, it
must have been when we were building the bungalow and I was also very
involved with the woodwork and exhibitions, I cannot think of any other
reason. I once went to Switzerland, and to the Albert Hall, as their
representative. I would really like to have rejoined, but do not like the idea
of having to go out at night. We had very happy meetings, concerts,
dressmaking classes etc. etc.

BRENDA

Brenda went to school when she was five years old but her early memories
are not very good. The school dentist arrived one day and whatever he did
to Brenda's teeth I do not know, but I had to take her next day to a private
dentist and he was horrified. he said, "Whoever has done this?". Ever since,
and even to this day, Brenda has dreaded seeing a dentist. She stayed at
Stockton School until she was eleven and then went to the Central School,
in Leamington Spa. On leaving school she was apprenticed to hairdressing,
for which she was paid half a crown a week. I remember pushing Brenda in
her pram to collect a kitten from Mrs. Montgomery, she lived in the house
where Reg. Tuckey had his butcher's shop. We called this kitten 'Jerry' after
a Coventry City's footballer at that time, Jerry Best, I believe he was their
goalkeeper. Our Jerry lived to be eighteen years old and would often bring a
rabbit home. Coming home one night, with a rabbit, he jumped on the front
porch and brought it up into the bedroom, via the window. We have always
had animals; cats, dogs rabbits, pigs etc., later on we kept pedigree dogs;
Chow-Chows and Samoyeds, bred from them and took them to shows, we

29



seemed to try anything, our ambition was to get on in the world. How we
found time to go fishing and for bicycle rides, I do not know, but we did.
We often went picnicking and swimming in the canal up by Calcutt Bridge.
We were enjoying a picnic one-day, in a field by the canal side, when along
came the farmer to tell us we were trespassing. He seemed to be in a bad
mood, however, my brother put his hand in his jacket and gave him
something (money, I suspect). Whatever it was, it satisfied the farmer and he
immediately said, "OK, have a nice time." and off he went home.

We never bothered, or perhaps didn't care, that into the canal was thrown all
the 'unmentionables' from the boats. There was a place by the ladder bridge
where hot water from the cement works came out and this was a well know
place for the children to go swimming.

Back to Chas and his work. He decided he would leave the cement works
and applied for a job on the boilers at Hatton Asylum. With a reference from
'Calais' Cement Co., which stated that they did not wish to loose him, but
would not stand in his way, he got the job. We were, as I have said, in a tied
cottage so we had to look for another house. We viewed, and liked, a
bungalow near Hatton Station but then, whilst waiting for the arrangements,
we dithered a bit and began to find reasons for not moving and in the end
Chas turned down the job and stayed at Stockton. By then I had a greenhouse
so needed more water. Chas dug for, and found, water in the back garden, he
sunk a well and, with the aid of a ratchet sort of pump, we than had plenty of
water for the pigs, poultry and greenhouse. It was some time later before the
water pipes were brought to the village and taps installed.

NELSON’S WORKS

I have wondered why the Nelson Cement Works were referred to by the
locals as 'Calley’ and have been told it was because the company was
founded around the time of the Californian Gold Rush. There is a cottage
quite near called California House (or Cottage).

There is an old barn (known as Welshman's Barn) along the Rugby Road,
just past the Stockton Crossroads on the right, it was in the news some years
ago when the police found a 'wanted' man hiding there. However, going back
to the 1800s or so it was connected with the suicide of a man named Mr.
Welshman, who lived at the large house quite nearby. I am not sure if he
actually committed suicide in the barn or not, but he had something to do
with it, and it has since been reputed to have a ghost. The ghost story, [ am
told, arose from the fact that a youth was cycling past the barn when
something tugged at his coat. He suspected it was the ghost, however, on
arriving at his destination he discovered the coat tugging was caused by his
overcoat being caught in the back wheel of his bicycle. This latter story is
true - I knew the youth.

T.B.C.

30



THE NELSON CLUB at STOCKTON
Napton Road, Stockton Tel: 01926 812613
OPENING HOURS:- Mon - Thurs:- 5pm - 11pm Friday 4pm - 12.00 midnight
Sat 2.00pm - 12.00 midnight Sun 12 Noon - 11pm

TRACTOR RUN
PASSING THROUGH
APPROX. 12.30PM

Join us for sporting events with BT and Sky Sports
For last minute events or changes to the current planned events please see the following:
Web page: http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Stockton Football & Cricket

About Us: We are a non-profit,
Community Amateur Sports Club, run by
a team of volunteers for its members &
the wider community.

The Club House

Recently extended to include disabled
facilities and additional changing rooms.
Well stocked bar with Sky Sports & BT
Sports. Pop into the clubhouse or see
Facebook for information on upcoming
events or to become a member.

Club

Our Teams:
Stockton Football

(Mens, Girls & Boys)
Stockton Stars Cricket,
Stockton Ladies
Netball,

Stockton Petanque,
Warwickshire
Grizzlies Baseball,

SFCC Darts Team



http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html

Julia Prior e

drawings & sculptures |
of animals v' LOVE TO DANCE?

SOUTHAM CLASSES
FREE TRIAL CLASS

‘Ballet (Commercial
Tap Contemporary
Modern Mini Movers

& | Gymnastics Funky Dance
Musical Theatre (Cheerleading
portralt commissions Street Dance  Adult (lasses

The Cutting Gallery
Station Road, Stockton * confidence *fun % friendships
Wﬂl’ks. CV47 8HA Professional Purpose Built Dance Studios in
Tel. 01926 817572 Southam

Email. Jullaprlolzananl com www.loveballet.co.uk (&) 07921 8537173

Please Support Our
Advertisers

your local
- professional
The Shires Sweep NSRS

Full Range of Chimney Sweeping Service Open Fires, Wood/Multi Fuel Stove
Also Oil Rayburn & Aga Cookers
Birds nests Removal Cowls & Bird guards Inc Fitting

Please Contact Martin on 07816 337962 '&";‘
email: theshiressweep@gmail.com
www.theshiressweep.co.uk
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